                  Ascension Lutheran Church Council November 2008
Present: M. Shannon, Haschke, Renker, M. Zimmerman, Crader, Pastor Peterson, M. Bachand

Absent: M. McKelvey  

The November  meeting of the 2007-2008 Ascension Church Council was called to order by President Mary Shannon on Monday, November 10, 2008.  President Shannon led the devotion based on Psalms 55:17, from “Daily Prayers will diminish your cares”.  Pastor Peterson led the prayer.
The October council meeting minutes were approved as amended with a motion by Renker, seconded by Crader, and carried.
Hospitality
* Haschke announced the Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Feast after church with the setup on Saturday Nov, 22, at   4pm. A food signup will be posted.  Don Bergstrom will be asked to request that the Friday evening Chinese group leave the tables and chairs out in the Parish Life Center after their meeting for this Sunday event.
* Haschke also announced the Christmas Luncheon will be a Soup/Salad/Sandwich/Dessert meal on Dec.14th after the Christmas Children’s/Choir service.

Worship and Music (Crader) / Education (Bachand)
* Crader is concentrating on Advent activities and will hold a Worship Committee meeting next Sunday.

* Bachand reported that Nancy Johnson is working on a “news report” Christmas program.  Pracrtice will begin Nov. 23 and CD’s will be given to the participants for at-home practice.  Returning congregational members, the Verhaege family. are coming to Sunday School.
* Haschke has found the names of the Fredericksburg couple who performs a Polka service and will contact them about coming to Ascension.

* The National Church Development Committee meeting will be Nov. 17.

Evangelism/Outreach
* M. Zimmerman reported 49 cards were given to recipients by prayer givers.  Another prayer project will be considered to keep the congregation mindful of each other.
* A sign was posted at the entrance to the parking lot for the Bluegrass service.

Property

No report due to McKelvey absence.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Peterson reported he visited with the Simon family at their home after the Ft. Sam Houston burial of Barney Simon.

Financial/Budget Report (Shannon)
* President Mary Shannon discussed the budget.  The Pastor’s medical/pension line item has been adjusted as well as the substitute pastor’s salary.

* M. Bachand proposed increasing benevolence which had been kept the same. Shannon will recalculate benevolence.

* A proposed budget will be printed by Thanksgiving dinner.

* Pastor Peterson proposed consideration of a new office computer and Pres. Shannon offered her sons’ assistance to upgrade the current office computer .  Renker suggested Hector Yanez for assistance. 
Charles Bachand or Matt Domsch would know the current computer configuration.
* M. Zimmerman proposed mailing the Accents to all members.  She sends several for Outreach.  She suggested asking the congregation for satisfaction about receiving email Accents.
* Zimmerman asked if we are paying for an unused security system.  Pastor stated we pay for false alarms.
M. McKelvey will have to look into the system.
*  The Council approved the budget as will be amended before the congregational meeting. The motion was made by Haschke, seconded by Crader, and carried.
Adjournment:

There was a motion by adjourn by Renker, seconded by Shannon and carried.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Haschke 
