                 Ascension Lutheran Church Council Minutes September 21, 2009
Present:  M. Shannon, K. Haschke, M. McKelvey, M. Zimmerman, K. Beckman, M. Bachand, C. Crader, Pastor B. Peterson, Absent M.McKelvey, Guest Debra Miller

President Shannon called the meeting order at 7:15 pm and gave the devotion with readings from T.S. Eliot and Julian of Norwich, a humble medieval woman, who wrote “Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love”.  The pastor led the council in prayer.
With one name correction, Beckman moved to accept the August council minutes, as amended, it was seconded by Crader, and carried.

Hand-in-Hand Day Care and Preschool Report

Director Debra Miller came to report to the council. Thirty-three children are enrolled; six are 9am-4:30pm.  The school is licensed for fifty-one.  She said the drop-in fee needs to be increased to $60 for 9am-2:30pm, with $20/hr thereafter.

She will have a plan to present at the Oct. 19 council meeting.  Brandi Rogers is teaching the toddler class. The Hillcrest Baptist School merged with another, so she has gained students from that.  
Miller asked to name Meredith Brown, a ten-year employee, as Assistant Director, and to give Brown a $1/hr salary increase to $21,000/yr. She also asked for a 3.2% cost of living increase for herself.  Haschke asked about availability of health insurance and Shannon will look into the possibility of the employees buying into the synod’s group insurance plan.  Shannon proposed the appointment of Meredith Brown to Assistant Director and to raise both Brown’s and Miller’s salaries as proposed.  It carried.  Shannon asked for quarterly statements to be given to Melrose Zimmerman, Daycare Chair, and herself.  
Shannon presented building, and heating/AC improvements to the present daycare building vs. requirements to be met to move to the FLC building.  Miller stated if there are more than seven children/room, outside access is required.  Miller said plumbing is also a consideration when articles put in toilets in the upper building create stoppage in the holding tank outside the school building.  The building passed inspection this year and she feels the building is sound as to the roof and floor.

Property:  McKelvey was absent but Crader reported cages are available to protect outside AC units against theft.
Stewardship: Shannon had nothing to report.
Fellowship: Haschke has received some interest in the Sunday after church group lunch and visit at the Bob Bullock State History Museum for the “Gateway” exhibit on immigration through Galveston and Indianola.
Outreach: Zimmerman is organizing Christ Care groups and will include home-bound members.  Haschke suggested early “save the date” publicity for the May 50th Anniversary celebration of the church.  Shannon reported that Cindy McKelvey has set May 16th as the date and has secured Bishop Tiemann’s coming.
Beckman is has followed up on visitors.

Pastor: Peterson reported the pre-confirmation Sunday School class is going well despite delivery problems twice in receiving the curriculum.  There will be be a Senior High Youth Gathering in Austin between the Christmas and New Year holidays.  In September, the pastor went to a gathering for pastors and lay people in Seguin to assess the churchwide assembly decisions and was gratified that people are not leaving the church over the sexual issues discussed in Minneapolis. He will take vacation time the second week in October.
Education: Bachand had no report
Worship: 
Crader reported the following plans:
09/27  Setting 10, Red Book

10/03  Blessing of the Animals

10/18  Setting 6, With One Voice with guitars

11/01  Regular LBW Setting l

11/08  Chicago Folk Service

11/15  LBW Setting II, Anna Livingston’s wedding

11/22  Thanksgiving Feast

11/28  2 pm Hanging of the Greens

11/29  Advent begins
12/06  LBW

12/13  Christmas Program 

12/20  Hymn Singing

12/27  No plans

New Business: Shannon presented items given her by Don Bergstrom.
· Austin Energy switched billing to General Service Demand Rate so billing may change with kilowatt usage.
· Push-up Foundation info presented for donations or volunteer activity with Drug&Alcohol Addition Program.  Council declined with other involvements.

· Austin Energy checked the power lines, pruned, and removed three trees. An Energy Audit had been decided to do as needed.

· Sanctuary lighting will need to be addressed.

· Emblem creation for 50th anniversary was declined by council.

· Presentation by Teen Challenge group from San Antonio was set aside.

· AC unit replacement due to theft cost $4900 + $500 for expansion valve.  $1450 received from insurance.

· A Cross Trails Ministry acknowledgement was received.

· The Lutheran Study Bible poster to be on display.

· Prayer participation information from a pro-life group was received and involvement declined by  council.

· Four Renter Contact letters were received back.
· Olan Mills Photography for a new church directory was declined.

· Copier business was received from two companies and declined.

· Additional candleholders are needed before Christmas.  Referred to Worship Committee.

· Computer repair cost $112.50.  A new computer may be needed.

· Increased building use will require more cleaning.  Shannon will confer with Bergstrom.

· Bergstrom will take the blue sofa for city bulk pickup.

· Bergstrom will now lock up paper supplies after missing bulk supplies.

· Expectations of renters are not being met with their members not locking up, turing off lights, turning down AC, etc. 
· The next council meeting will be Oct. 19, 2009, at 7 pm.

A motion was made by Haschke, seconded by Beckman, to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm, and carried, with the pastor leading The Lord’s Prayer in closing.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Haschke
