                  Ascension Lutheran Church Council September 2008
Present: M. Shannon, Renker, Haschke, M. Zimmerman, Crader, M. McKelvey, Pastor Peterson, 
M. Bachand 
The September meeting of the 2007-2008 Ascension Church Council was called to order by President Mary Shannon on Monday, September 8, 2008, at 7:10 pm, and Shannon led the devotion based on Matthew 25:21, titled “The Little Things in Life Make the Great things”.  Pastor Peterson  led the prayer.
The June and August council minutes were approved as amended, with a motion by Bachand, seconded by Crader, ad carried.
Evangelism/Outreach
*M. Zimmerman reported game night plans are underway for September 27, 6:30 pm.  Children 
  will need to be accompanied by parents as it is a family event. Donations of prizes are requested     

  well as snacks.  Haschke will assist Zimmerman.

*Beth Rowan has advertised the Blessing of the Animals in Print-wise and the West Austin News.
Renker made a Pastor and People book presentation on tending the garden of a congregation.  The council should read the next two chapters before the October meeting.
Worship and Music
Crader reported the committee met last Sunday after church and developed these plans:

Oct. 4    Blessing of the Animals,  Parish Life Center
Oct. 18  TBD

Oct. 21  Reformation Sunday to be planned by C. Bachand and Pastor Peterson with M.Shannon 
              requesting holding the traditional service.

Nov, 1   Chile Cook-off   ParishLife Center
Nov, 2   All Saints Sunday.  A table will be set up for photos of those to be remembered.
Nov. 9   Bluegrass Service

Nov. 21 Hanging of the Greens

Nov.30  1st Sunday Advent.  Young people will do readings.
Dec. 14  Choir and Children’s Program

Dec. 24  7pm  Christmas Eve Service
Jan-Feb  Blue Book Liturgy
Education/Pre-School
Bachand reported that Sunday School got off to a good start, but two older children might be moved to Pastor Peterson’s class in January.

She reported from the director that the Daycare is going well but the director wants to set up a protective fence for safety between the Daycare and the full parking lot.  The Council approved paying for materials with the spring fundraising money.  
Property
M.McKelvey has looked at replacing rotten wood on the playscape and will make repairs as he has time.  Crader stated that the sprinkler system needs to be repaired. McKelvey will need to get information from former Property Chairperson Livingston.  $500/month is budgeted for building upkeep and maintenance. The dry rot on the daycare and outside of the church will need to be addressed.

Stewardship/Financial
* $10,000 check received from the Cancer Center for present and back-pay for parking. Additional       

   funds will probably assist replacement of Daycare Heating/AC.
* M. Shannon has gotten more information on a fund-raiser to be addressed in New Business.  
* The Financial Report has an extra page for tracking daycare money.  
* New heating/AC will need to be installed in the daycare building.
* Nov.30 will be the Congregational Budget Meeting.  The budget must be finalized by the    

   Nov. council meeting so all submissions should be in by the Oct.council meeting.

* Haschke inquired if contacts has been made with Messiah for mutual ministry and Crader will do so.

Hospitality/Fellowship  
*Haschke stated snacks will be provided on special occasions. A signup sheet will be provided.
  Will assess the need for snacks month to month.

*Thanksgiving dinner will be the next big event.
Pastor’s Report
* The Natural Church Development Report was sent to the ELCA Church Development office and  

   the pastor will review the interest surveys with Steve Knauss.

* Lynnae Sorenson, Conference Dean, has approached Ascension to have a seminarian, Jill 

   Hokanson, to be supportive of in a more informal basis than the SIR program.
* Oct. 21 the three confirmands wish to go to Lutherstock at Camp Chrysalllis. Anna Livingston 
   will conduct the service.
* Oct. 20 the Lutheran Fall Fest will be held in Fredericksburg.
* Paulette Goudge of San Juan de la Concepcion in Nicaragua has been in contact with the pastor 
   about putting together a foundation to help with community development projects.  He went to a 
   workshop on how to develop a foundation with a federal tax exempt status. The IRS allows for 
   other 501(c) 3 organizations to act as their financial agent.  He will introduce this as Fundacion 
   Trabajandro en Nicaragua for workers to provide for their families at the November
   congregational meeting.
New Business:
*President Shannon asked for approval of Myron McKelvey for a two year term beginning in 
  August as a council member.  Haschke moved, it was seconded by Zimmerman and carried.
* Shannon has found Kudzu for a fund-raising possibility for members to review businesses for 90  

   days, Oct. 1-Dec. 31.  She will contact Don Bergstrom to approach Thrivent for matching funds       
   and get log-in information

* Zimmerman brought up Health Dept. problems if we have food at Game Night, so there will be 
   no advertisement outside of the congregation and daycare. 
* The next council meeting will be October 13.

Old Business:  None
Adjournment:

There was a motion by adjourn by M. McKelvey, seconded by Renker and carried.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen Haschke 
