                  Ascension Lutheran Church Council December 2008
All Present: M. Shannon, Haschke, Renker, M. Zimmerman, Crader, Pastor Peterson, M. Bachand

M. McKelvey  

The December  meeting of the 2007-2008 Ascension Church Council was called to order by President Mary Shannon on Monday, December 8, 2008.  Karen Haschke read a chapter from Hal Haralson’s book,”Gentle Mercies”.  Pastor Peterson led the prayer.
The November council meeting minutes were approved with one correction in the spelling of Verhaege with a motion by Zimmerman, seconded by Bachand, and carried.  Shannon gave the Treasurer’s report.
Hospitality
Haschke reminded everyone of the Christmas Luncheon of Soup/Salad/Sandwiches/Dessert on Dec.14th after the Christmas Children’s/Choir service.  Setup will be Sunday morning at 8:30 am and tables and chairs would be left as set up from the Simmons party the night before,
Shannon announced the congregational Natural Church Development meeting will be Sunday, January 11, 20008, after the service,  Haschke suggested having a baked potato, salad, and dessert luncheon.

Evangelism/Outreach
M. Zimmerman reported that the Angel Tree gift purchasing by members was successful and LSS will pick up the packages.

Education 

Bachand reported that the Childrens/Choir Christmas program will be the next Sunday, December 14th.
Worship and Music 
 Crader will hold a Worship Committee meeting in January.

Property:

* McKelvey questioned making security payments for false alarms and it was verified by Pastor Peterson.
* Occasionally windows are found open after building usage.  Users will be reminded to leave the building secure.
* Haschke spoke about alleviating the odor problem in the Church Women’s bathroom with pouring water  into the drain which she had discussed with Don Bergstrom.

*Bachand questioned the custodial fees from the balance sheet.  In November, Genesis Landscaping was paid $400 for yard work and Mr. Soliz was paid $300 for custodial work. McKelvey will speak to Bergstrom about arrangements made with Genesis. 

Stewardship
Shannon reported approximately $895.00 was received from the Bake Sale along with generous contributions  received after the need for replacing the daycare Heating/AC system was announced, and  matching funds were given by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Haaschke, as secretary, said she would write acknowledgements to the contributers.
Pastor’s Report
* Pastor Peterson reported the Natural Church Development Committee meeting is planned for the following Monday, Dec.15th, to prepare for the Jan. 11th NCD congregational meeting. 
* There was a fair turnout for the Thanksgiving service.
* A Christmas Eve worship service is planned for 7 pm.  Susan Abbott will play for this service and the following Sunday service.
New Business
* President Shannon proposed I Give to be considered for online contributions.

* Yearly committee reports are needed for the packet for the semi-annual congregational meeting Jan, 25th.   Reports should be in the church office by January 15th.

* Shannon compared the role of the Mutual Ministry Committee to the NCD Committee.  Members are: 

   Mutual Ministry                                      NCD

Cindy McKelvey                                     Pastor Peterson
Helen Kneten



     Carol Crader

Anna Livingston


     Charles Bachand

Carter Naylor



     Mary Shannon

                                                                 Anna Simmons

                                                                 Kathy Karp

Haschke reminded the council that a Panama Preschool oversight committee needed to be named per the budget meeting’s divective.  Pastor Peterson would be a member and Haschke volunteered herself and suggested Beth Rowan as a member and would ask her to serve. 

Old Business 
* The Korean church contract from 2006 was brought up and with their usage of the sanctuary as well, it appears that their payments are not in accord with the contract.  A new contract will be drawn up in consideration of that congregation’s needs.
* Jane Bohls’ address was located and Haschke will write her for the piano receipt.

* Bachand will get a Hand in Hand Preschool update from  the director, Debra Miller, and see if Debra wants to speak to a council meeting.  The proposed fencing is not yet put up.

* Haschke suggested periodic or quarterly  meetings be set up with members of the council and Finance Secretary/ Church Manager Don Bergstrom to oversee building use and policy, to keep a calendar of usage, and other matters which might arise. She suggested the committee should consist of Myron McKelvery as Property Committee, President Mary Shannon, Pastor Peterson, and Don Bergstrom.  Pastor Peterson suggested it be called a Building Use Committee to oversee buildings use issues and be accountable to the council, and to make building use contracts to be agreed on by the whole council.   Melrose Zimmerman asked to be on the committee.
* A new computer is needed for the office.  Shannon will contact Matt Domsch for the current computer specifications to build upon as well as maintenance on the list serve.
Adjournment
There was a motion by adjourn by McKelvey, seconded by Zimmerman, and carried.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, 
Karen Haschke 
