
ASCENSION PERSPECTIVES 
      In just a little over two weeks our congregation 
will be a half century old. In this day and age, 
that’s a pretty remarkable accomplishment.  
     Think about it, back when folks began meeting 
in a nearby elementary school, President Kennedy 
hadn’t even been elected yet. In the years since, 
the world has witnessed remarkable change, from 
the Civil Rights Movement, wars in Viet Nam and 
the Middle East, people walking on the moon and 
the rise of the computer age.  
     In the span of cosmic history 50 years doesn’t 
seem all that much, barely a drop in the bucket 
you might say, but for those of us who have 
shared in this ministry, for those whose lives have 
been impacted in one way or another through our 
work together the past five decades are very 
significant. 
     What a joy to read the daily meditations that 
have been shared in our 50 days of Prayer 
leading up to our anniversary celebration! These 
reflections have underscored all that God has 
been up to in and among us, celebrating with one 
another in times of joy and supporting one another 
in times of grief and sorrow, proclaiming Christ’s 
love to our neighbors near and far, praising the 
Triune God through the many and varied seasons 
of life.  
     It’s not the kind of stuff that is likely to make the 
front pages of the newspaper or the top story on 
the nightly news (although I am pleased to 
announce that we may get a little press in the 
West Austin News). But then that’s always how 
God does God’s best work, quietly, imperceptibly, 
slowly over time, shaping and moving and 
opening hearts and lives like yours and mine. 
     I was doing a little math earlier today, which as 
you might know is no little feat for one so 
arithmetically challenged as I. I figured that the 
nearly ten years that I’ve been among you, not 
only represents about one fifth of the life of this 

congregation, but a little less than a quarter of my 
own life. Wow!!  Where has the time gone? 
     It’s a pretty awesome thing to consider that a 
quarter of my life has been in relationship with you 
as your Pastor, but for me even more importantly 
as a guy named Brian. As you might suspect, I am 
not the person I was ten years ago, a journey has 
taken me through some heartbreaking times, the 
dark night of the soul, I might even say. Yet, by the 
grace of God in large part revealed to me through 
you the people of God at Ascension Lutheran 
Church, here I am today, writing words on a 
computer screen to you.  
     And because God calls us to live together, my 
story is connected to yours. Together we’ve seen a 
lot of changes through the years, folks have come 
and gone, old ways have come and gone replaced 
by new ideas and new directions. As a result, we 
aren’t the same people we were ten years ago, let 
alone fifty years ago. In our life together, we’ve 
shared seasons of great pain and profound 
struggle. Likewise, we’ve also known times of great 
joy and delight.  Through it all, God has been right 
there with us, in good times and hard times, in the 
many and varied seasons of Ascension Lutheran 
Church. 
     On account of what God has done for us, I am 
filled with hope for what God will continue to do for 
us, not only in the next few weeks, but in the days, 
the months and the years to come, because finally 
all that we are, all that we have, all that we are 
going to be rest in the hands of loving God. 
     Happy Anniversary! Thanks be to God!! 
 
 Yours In Christ, 
 
 
 
 Pastor Peterson 
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A congregation called:  
to invite, welcome and involve all people to share in God's love and service. 



In addition, we will receive the flag that is flown over the State Capitol on this very special day! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1997 — A Family Ministry Fund was established to assist our families in financial crisis. Two 
members—Don Bergstrom and Eric Schorn attended Stephen’s Ministry training.  
 
1998 — In September, Don and Eric began training five members of the congregation to work in 
this ministry. All were commissioned in May 1999. Also in 1998, Cindy McKelvey began a hand 
bell choir on a set of two octave bells on loan from Lutheran Brotherhood “Texas lone Star #8006 
Branch.” 
 
1999 — In December, Pastor Ensrude accepted a call to Zion Lutheran in Fredericksburg, Texas. 
Pastor Manfred Holck became our interim pastor and a call committee was elected to find a new 
pastor for Ascension. 
 
2000 — In May, we observed our 40th Anniversary with a month of celebration. 

Ascension Ministry 
1960—2010 

Day of Ascension — May 13th, 2010 

The Texas State Legislature has designated May 13th as “Ascension 
Lutheran Church Day” in honor of our 50th Anniversary!  

 

Donna Howard, State Representative, has arranged for a resolution to 
be written that proclaims Ascension’s 50 years of ministry. 

 
50th Anniversary Celebration 

May 16th, 2010 
 

 9:00 am Opening Presentation 
 10:30 am Worship with Holy 
  Communion 
 12:00 noon Luncheon 



 

Sundays in May 
   8:30 am Prayer 
   9:30 am   Sunday School 
 10:00 am Youth Choir Practice 
 10:30 am   Worship 
 
Wednesdays in May 
  9:30 am Dominoes 
  7:30 pm Choir Practice  
 
 
Saturday, May 1st  
  8:00 am-12:00 noon  Work Day  
  Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly 
   
Sunday, May 2nd  
    Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly  
    10:30 am Worship 
 
Sunday, May 9th — Mother’s Day 
 10:30 am Worship 
 
Wednesday, May 12th 
  1:00 pm SEEDS Luncheon 
 
Thursday, May 13th — Ascension of Our Lord 
 “Ascension Lutheran Church Day” 
  
Sunday, May 16th — 50th Anniversary 
    Celebration 
  9:00 am Opening Presentation 
 10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 
 12:00 noon Luncheon 
 
Monday, May 17th 
  7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 
Sunday, May 23rd — Day of Pentecost 
 10:30 am Worship 
 
Sunday, May 30th — The Holy Trinity 
 10:30 am Worship 
 
Monday, May 31st — Memorial Day  

Wanda Block 

James Logan Brewster 

Donna Gates  

Mildred Gerstmann 

Christina Gifford 

Carol Mueller 

Judy Renker 

Benne Faye Simon 

Homer Wheeler 

The people of Haiti 

Our service men and 
women  

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  

Week Apr 4 Apr 11 Apr 18 Apr 25 

Offering $2857 $2429 $1881 $1884 

Attendance 97 32 34 42 

   April  

PLEASE NOTE:  Donations are being accepted 
for the 50th Anniversary Celebration, May 16th. 

Ascension members have an ongoing ministry 
helping the patients at the Texas Oncology 
Cancer Center  near us.  This is our good 
neighbor outreach as well. 

On the first Wednesday of the month, someone 
from Ascension bakes four dozen cookies or more 
and delivers them on two plates to the cancer 
center receptionist.    The cookies are for the 
patients, families and friends of patients in the two 
reception areas of the cancer center. 

Please contact Lorain Glawe if you are interested 
in being a part of this important ministry. 

Ministry of the  Month 
Cancer Center Ministry 

Donations are also being accepted for the ELCA 
Lutheran Disaster Response  as a gift to the 
Bishop. 



SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

6420 Hart Lane 
Austin, Texas 78731-3137 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

Phone:  (512) 345-4030 
Fax:  (512) 345-1484 

Email: office@ascensionaustin.org 
Pastor Brian Peterson 

(512) 344-9677 
(512) 497-2833 (cell) 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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May 2 May 9 
 

May 16 
 

May 23 

Acts 11:1-18 
 

Acts 16:9-15 
 

Acts 1:1-11 Acts 2:1-21 or 
Genesis 11:1-9 

Psalm 148 Psalm 67 Psalm 47 Psalm 104:24-34, 
35b 

 
Revelation 21:1-6 

 
Revelation 21:10, 22

–22:5 
 

Ephesians 1:15-23 Romans 8:14-17 or 
Acts 2:1-21 

John 13:31-35 John 14:23-29 or 
John 5:1-9 Luke 24:44-53 John 14:8-17, 25-27 

May 30 

Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalm 8 

Romans 5:1-5 

John 16:12-15 


